
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP CLEAN AND GREEN 
PRIORITY GROUP

Tuesday 1 September 2015
Room G10 - Number One Riverside

MINUTES

Councillors: S. Zaheer, K. Nickson, C. Biant, K. Heakin and M. Zaman

Officers: V. White (Townships), L. Settle (Communications Team), T. Hibbert (Environmental 
Management) and C. Robinson (Planning)

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
The chair welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies were received from Councillor Hornby.

2. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
Green Heroes Awards
It was previously suggested that funds may be approved to fund an awards ceremony to thank the 
Township’s ‘Green Heroes’.  On making enquiries it had become apparent that there are not many 
individual groups that carry out area clean-ups, and that the cost for such an event had been quoted 
at £12,000.  It was agreed that a future small event could be an option, with a view to progressing to 
a larger event as time goes on.

3. GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ACTION PLAN
Carey Robinson gave Members an overview of some of the projects currently in progress:
 Definitive Rights of Way Map is being updated, the task is large.  Rochdale Ramblers 

Association is carrying out condition surveys.
 Growing Greener Neighbourhoods Project – in conjunction with Pennine Edge Forest.
 Pennine Prospects & Red Rose Forest – promoting woodland heritage.
 A tree nursery has been planted in Springfield Park and is now being used by lots of community 

groups.
 Roch Valley River Park is working to enhance flood risk management in conjunction with the 

Environment Agency.
 Work is continuing in Belfield Woods, Wardleworth around flooding and litter.
 A project has begun in Mandale Park to improve biodiversity.
 Roch Valley Way Educational Area – School groups are now using this facility which has 

provided a natural extension to Mandale Park.

4. SCHEMES
Rochdale Environmental Action Group – Conference (bid for £1,700)
The group heard an application from Mr Shahzad and Mrs Matthewson for funds to hold a 
conference around environmental issues and recycling in the Milkstone & Deeplish Ward.  Members 
felt that the cost of food was excessive and that the publicity element could be reduced in favour of 



free publicity already available from Mosques, local radio, etc.
Agreed: Award of £1,000

Deeplish Clean & Green Project
An application was presented by Mr Ahmad from Deeplish Community Centre for funds to hold an 
event and a road show that would encourage local residents to be fully aware and active in recycling 
the ‘Right stuff’ in the ‘Right Bin’.  It was stated that some streets do not have any blue bins at all, 
and Members agreed that there should be a focus on those streets.  There were also concerns 
about possible duplication, as the Council’s Environmental Management Service is likely to be 
promoting the same message.  Members agreed to fund the bid on the basis that Mr Ahmad 
consults with Environmental Management Service, and that the project should go ahead during 
October 2015.
Agreed: Award of £1,200

In Bloom
The judging visit took place in July.  The Town Centre and Zen Internet received much praise.  
Judges also visited the new cemetery, and the presentation on the opening of the river was well 
received.  Results are due in October.

‘Love Rochdale, Hate Litter’ Campaign
Luke Settle circulated various versions of posters around three themes:
 Recycle It Rochdale
 Keep It Clean Rochdale
 Clean It Up Rochdale

Members will each receive 2 x A3, 2 x A4 posters and 50 stickers for them to circulate as they wish.  
Some will also be distributed to Comms and Environmental Management.  Members were asked to 
let Comms know where anyone wishing to carry out a clean-up can obtain equipment – this 
information would be published on the web-site.

A short animation will be displayed on screens in libraries, and it was suggested that this could be 
rolled out to Doctors surgeries and similar facilities, such as supermarkets.

It was agreed that the campaign should be formally launched at the conference at Castlemere 
Community Centre on 19 September 2015.
Action (1) Arrange for Town Centre Management to distribute to shops (Val White)
Action (2) Obtain a copy of REAG’s ‘Love Rochdale, Hate Litter’ leaflet for Luke Settle to 
include with the above (Val White)

5. MEMBERS CLEAN AND GREEN ISSUES
Parks Maintenance
Members were concerned about overgrown bushes in various parks, particularly Broadfield Park 
and the Rainbow Children’s Park. Tracy Hibbert explained that there are Environmental 
Management operatives based in Broadfield Park and that work in the area is ongoing.  Tracy has 
already visited Rainbow Children’s Park and there are plans to cut back some of the shrubs.  All 
Rochdale Borough’s parks have maintained their Green Flag status.

Broadfield Park Pond
The pond leaks and has been a problem for a while, it needs to be drained however there is 
currently no funding available to carry this out.

Denehurst Park
The new cemetery is complete and there will be a dedication service on 27 September 2015.  Funds 
were agreed for improvements to the park as part of the agreement for the cemetery and Councillor 
Cecile Biant was concerned that progress isn’t as speedy as expected, leaving the ‘Friends’ group 
disillusioned.  There have been rumours that some of the funding agreed for improvements was 



being allocated to staffing costs.

Tracy Hibbert explained that all parks maintenance comes from the Environmental Management 
budget, and none has come from the money earmarked for improvements to the park itself.  The 
intention is to recruit two permanent staff for the park and cemetery.  It was acknowledged by 
Members that capacity and funding is an issue for the service, and the reality that the service is not 
only losing numbers, but the skills base, was noted.

Non-delivery of bins
Members gave several examples of where residents had ordered bins and still not received them.  
Tracy Hibbert explained that they should be ordered via the Contact Centre.

Recycling Leaflet
A recently distributed leaflet had contained an incorrect Urdu translation.  Councillor Zaman will 
forward details when available to enable an investigation.

Funding Application – Limit
A discussion around whether to limit schemes/projects to £1,000 from the Clean & Green Priority 
Fund took place, however, it was felt that it would be too constricting and would not be in line with 
the other Township funding streams.
Action (3) Email all Rochdale Members to ask for suggested schemes for this fund (Val 
White)

Public Information Films
Members discussed the impact that these films had had on children and young people in the past 
and felt that the idea should be re-visited.
Action (4) Ask the Chief Executive and The Leader to write to Government to request that 
this be considered (Val White)

6. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
Monday 2 November 2015
5pm-7pm
Room: G10, Ground Floor, Number One Riverside
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